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slogans, and that the ideology of nationalism hardly required
refutation. The orthodox Marxists thought that a vigorous class-
war was the best remedy. The Bolsheviks, however, have also
tried to make use of nationalism, especially among Asiatic peoples,
by arguing that their capitalist oppressors were also their national
enemies.
Can scientific research contribute to the practical solution of
the terrific problems which nationalism has raised ? It is impos-
sible to answer this question with assurance. The power of
passions, prejudices and interests is so strong that the scientific
elucidation of a problem of political sociology may prove ineffec-
tive for practical politics. Moreover, even scientific investigation
presents great difficulties. A prominent scholar who has devoted
much research to this problem, Professor Carlton Hayes, says :
" What has given great vogue to nationalism in modern times ?
We really do not know." 1 This confession of one of the greatest
experts in this field indicates how complicated the problem is.
2. THE WORD " NATION " USED IN MANY DIFFERENT
SENSES
Great confusion is caused by the fact that the word " nation "
is used in many senses. Its meaning has changed in the course
of time, different nations and different parties within a nation
frequently do not connect the same ideas with it, and even the
same politician or writer often changes its connotation according
to the demand of certain interests which he defends. The con-
cept, of course, is seldom clearly formulated and is mainly implied
in practical conclusions. A critical analysis shows that a great
variety of tendencies has been associated with the term " nation "
and that the perplexing multitude of senses has developed through
the fact that this or that element has been particularly empha-
sized by a specific nation, party, or philosophy. It will help to
bring order into this chaos if we first indicate the principal lines
of approach.
We may start with a glance at the historical development of
the ideas connected with the word " nation ". The next step
will be the investigation of present concepts of a nation and it
will become clear that public law understands by it something
1 Cf, Carlton Hayes, The Historical Evolution of Modern Nationalism, 1931, p. 302.
This book gives an excellent survey of the development of ideas. Professor Hayes has
also induced his pupils to investigate special problems of nationality. Among these
studies is a very useful bibliography by Koppel Pinson, Bibliographical Introduction to
Nationalism, 1935.